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fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise
in the national interest.

In accordance with section 101(a)(42)(B)
of the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)) and after
appropriate consultation with the Congress,
I also specify that, for FY 1998, the following
persons may, if otherwise qualified, be con-
sidered refugees for the purpose of admis-
sion to the United States within their coun-
tries of nationality or habitual residence:

a. Persons in Vietnam
b. Persons in Cuba
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union
You are authorized and directed to report

this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

cc: The Attorney General
The Secretary of Health and Human
Services

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Memorandum on Counternarcotics
Assistance to Certain Latin American
and Eastern Caribbean Countries
September 30, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–38

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Drawdown Under Section 506(a)(2)
of the Foreign Assistance Act to Provide
Counternarcotics Assistance to Colombia,
Venezuela, Peru, and the Countries of the
Eastern Caribbean

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(2) (‘‘the Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, military education and
training from the Department of Defense,
and articles and services from the inventory
and resources of the Department of Trans-

portation for the purpose of providing inter-
national narcotics assistance to Colombia,
Venezuela, Peru, and the countries of the
Eastern Caribbean Regional Security System
(RSS), including: Antigua and Barbuda, Bar-
bados, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $20 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ments of Defense and Transportation, and
military education and training from the De-
partment of Defense, for the Governments
of Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, and the coun-
tries of the RSS, for the purposes and under
the authorities of chapter 8 of part I of the
Act.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority
September 30, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–39

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense
Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 1322(c) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996
(Public Law 104–106)

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States of
America, I hereby delegate to the Secretary
of Defense the duties and responsibilities
vested in the President by section 1322(c)
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 1996 (‘‘the Act’’) (Public Law
104–106, 110 Stat. 478–479 (1996)).

The reporting requirement delegated by
this memorandum may be redelegated no
lower than the Under Secretary level. The
Department of Defense shall obtain concur-
rence on the report from the following agen-
cies: the Department of Commerce, the De-
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partment of State, the Department of the
Treasury, and the Director of Central Intel-
ligence on behalf of the intelligence commu-
nity prior to submission to the Congress.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provisions of any Act shall be deemed to be
a reference to such Act or its provisions as
may be amended from time to time.

The Secretary of Defense is authorized
and directed to publish this memorandum in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Remarks to Weather Forecasters
October 1, 1997

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
Welcome to the White House on a cool,
overcast day, about 60 degrees. [Laughter]
How am I doing? I’m auditioning. [Laughter]
You know, I have to leave this job after 3
years, and I don’t know what I am going to
do. I am too young to retire, and I’m used
to delivering bad news. [Laughter]

Let me say, we are delighted to have you
here in the White House. I thank you for
coming and for devoting this much of your
time to the briefings and to giving us a
chance to meet with you on what is a pro-
foundly important issue and one, frankly, that
you, just in the way you comment on the
events that you cover, may have a real effect
on the American people.

People look to you to figure out what
they’re going to wear in the morning and
whether something really bad is going to hap-
pen. If so, they expect a timely warning and
advice. So you not only get watched more
than anyone else on the television news pro-
grams to find out about the weather, some-
times you are actually saving lives and always
performing a public service. And we thank
you for that.

I’d also like to thank your outstanding part-
ners at NOAA and the National Weather
Service. I’m very proud of them and what
they have done. In the past decade alone,
they have doubled the amount of warning
time we have to prepare for tornadoes, quad-
rupled the time for flash floods. And those

are just two of the ways that our people here,
with NOAA and the National Weather Serv-
ice and their research and technology, have
improved our Nation’s safety and planning.

You know, I spent most of my time over
the last 41⁄2 years telling the American people
that we had to prepare for the 21st century,
with all of its new opportunities and all of
its new challenges, if we want to keep the
American dream alive for everyone who will
work for it and maintain our leadership for
peace and freedom and keep our country
coming together with all of its diversity and
clash of interests, whether it’s racial and eth-
nic or religious or whatever. And we have
really focused on trying to just get the coun-
try to think about how we have to build these
bridges to the future, how the future will be
as we want it to be.

Clearly, to me, this climate change issue
is one of the principal challenges that we
face, a challenge that, if we meet it, will en-
sure the continued vitality of our small planet
and the continued success of the United
States throughout another 100 years; a chal-
lenge that should we fail to meet it, could
imperil the lives of our children and, if not
our children, our grandchildren on this plan-
et, how they live, how they relate to others,
and whether they are able to continue to pur-
sue their dreams in the way that our genera-
tion has.

In trying to come to grips with this climate
change issue and then talk to the American
people about it, there are four principles that
have guided me, and I’d like to go over them
very briefly.

First, I am convinced that the science is
solid, saying that the climate is warming at
a more rapid rate, that this is due in large
measure to a dramatic increase in the volume
of greenhouse gases going into the atmos-
phere, and that nobody knows exactly what
the consequences are going to be or when
they’re going to be manifest, but on balance,
it won’t be all that long, and they won’t be
good. That is sort of a summary of what the
prevailing scientific opinion is.

I know there are those in a distinct minor-
ity who have a different view, but I am per-
suaded, having carefully looked at all this,
that the vast majority opinion is, in fact, in
all probability, accurate. And that, therefore,
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